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MINUTES 

 
 

 Members Present                Staff Present 
 Mayor B. Franklin                                                                             Carroll Williamson, Town Admin 
              Councilman E. Baughman                             Town Attorney, Ginny Dupont 
            Councilman D. Brock                                                         Melissa Cowan, Town Clerk 

              Councilman S. Griffin                                                                               
              Councilman R. McKenrick                                     
 
    
   
    
 
I.    CALL TO ORDER 

             
A. ROLL CALL 

 
Mayor Franklin called the meeting to order at 6:02 pm.  Five Council members were present, constituting a 
quorum.  
 

B. NOTIFICATION AND POSTING OF THE MEETING AGENDA 
 
Town Clerk confirmed the agenda was properly posted and the media notified. 

 
C. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 
Councilman Baughman made a Motion to approve the agenda. The Motion was seconded by Councilman 
Griffin.  All in favor; 5-0 
 

D. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

Councilman McKenrick led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

E. INVOCATION 
  

              The evening’s invocation was given by Councilman McKenrick    

F. COUNCIL MEMBERS’ REMARKS 
 

Councilman McKenrick made the following remarks: 
• Thank you everyone for being here tonight and via YouTube. 
• It is nice to drive around Blythewood and see the change of season. There are brighter days in front of 

us all. 
 
 Councilman Griffin made the following remarks: 

•     It was busy weekend here in Blythewood. I attended the Black History Month Program here at the    
    Manor. There was also a two-day basketball event at Bethel-Hanberry Elementary School gymnasium.  
    Transitions also had a lovely event honoring Bethel-Hanberry Elementary, Ms. Hanberry and alumni. 
•     I would like to wish former Councilman Larry Griffin a very happy birthday. 
   

              Councilman Baughman made the following remarks: 
• I had the privilege of going to the Wateree Veteran Park on Friday.  The Joseph Kershaw Chapter of                                   

Daughters of the American Revolution posted Wreaths across the America Mobile Education Unit.  
They 
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    had a welcome home for Vietnam veterans, not just for those who served their country but anybody 
that served from 1955-1975. Retired Major General Julian Burns of the Kershaw County Chair, County 
Council did the opening remarks. It was a privilege to be one of the elected officials recognized that 
day. It was an all-day event, which was well attended. 

• I attended a baseball tournament at Westwood High School on Saturday morning. There were eight 
teams from all around the area, which participated in that event.  

• It was a privilege to represent the Lake Wateree AMVETS Post 33 at the Big Red Barn. They celebrated 
their 17th Warrior Path graduating class. We presented the executive director with a check from the 
State Unit of AMVETS and Post 33.  

     
              Councilman Brock 

•       I have been reflecting lately on the travesty occurring in Eastern Europe. and how fortunate   
      I am to have won the birth lottery to live in this country. Thank you Mr. Mayor and service members in   
      the audience for your service.  
•       I would like to thank the Board of Architectural Review for expediting and approving the Taco Bell that’s  
      coming to Blythewood. There has also been movement on the Frank’s Car Wash. It’s great seeing   
      Blythewood grow and it will continue to grow as additional businesses move in and develop in our    
      loving and inviting community. 
•       Brooke Bolton who plays softball for Blythewood High School is selling discount cards. Please     
      purchase a card to help support the Blythewood High School softball team. 
 

G. Mayor Franklin made the following remarks: 
• I would like to commend Blythewood Rotary Club for the first inaugural 5K half marathon. It started at 

Doko Meadows Park and ran throughout the Town. It was a good turnout for the first event. The Shaggy 
Run to raise money for children and young adults, who are addicted to various drugs, the next run will 
be held in October. The Shaggy Run will raise money for individuals to be able to go to a treatment 
center in Greenwood SC. 

• The Black History month event gets better and better each year. We participate as a Town by giving 
them revenues from HATX/ATAX funding to host this event. I would like to thank Ms. Doris Coleman 
and Ms. Margaret Kelly from the Blythewood Historical Society board for putting together this event. 
This event is on our YouTube page. 

• Councilman Griffin has agreed to assist me in hosting a Juneteenth celebration here in Blythewood in 
June. I am looking forward to this event. 

• The athletic directors from Westwood High School and Blythewood High School are sponsoring 
baseball invitational to bring more people to Blythewood. Westwood High is holding their tournament 
this week and Blythewood High will hold their Diamond Invitational in April. 

• Opening ceremonies for the Blythewood Baseball Parks and Recreation league will be March 12. The 
season will run through mid-May. 

 
 

 
H. Town Administrator’s Report 
 

• The Board of Architectural Review met on February 22 and voted to approve certificate of 
appropriateness for Taco Bell located at 209 Blythewood Road. They also requesting that staff draft 
language concerning lighting and window signs. 

• The town has four signs declaring Blythewood a Purple Heart Town. The signs have been approved 
by DOT installed and placed on all major roads entering Blythewood. 

• Our Marketing and Special Projects Manager position has been filled by Ms. Onye Cosom. She will 
begin working on May 9, following her graduation from Lander University. 

 
 
I.     APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Councilman Griffin made a Motion to approve the TC meeting minutes of January 24,2022, Budget meeting 
January 28, 2022 and TC/PC meeting February 7, 2022 The Motion was seconded by Councilman 
Baughman. All in favor; 5-0 
 

 
II.   PUBLIC HEARING 
 

Mayor Franklin opened public hearing at 6:18pm. No one signed in to speak. Mayor Franklin closed the public 
hearing at 6:18pm. 
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III.   DISCUSSION ITEMS 

 
     A. Update on the Proposed Round Table Discussion to Assist Local Blythewood Businesses. 
 

Councilman McKenrick stated, “We discussed briefly at a Town Council meeting last month possibly holding a job 
fair in Blythewood for small businesses.” Town Administrator Williams, Phil Frye (BW Chamber), Steve Hasterok 
and myself had a meeting to discuss bringing this event to Blythewood.  Mr. Frye reached out to some of the local 
Chambers and businesses in the area and got some feedback. It is apparent after our conversations that the area 
does not have a lack of job fairs, but a lack of participants seeking those jobs. There seems to be a lack of 
available employees. We would like to bring some additional information back to Council after doing an employer 
round table. This would allow various industries to come in to discuss what they are doing that is working and not 
working.  
 
Town Administrator Williamson suggested that Blythewood might need to temporarily relax some of its sign 
ordinances to help employers find employees.  
 
 

IV.   ACTION ITEMS 
 
     Citizens Testimony Regarding Action Items (As item is presented) 

 
A. SECOND READING 

 
ORDINANCE 2022.001 Discussion and Approval of the Town of Blythewood Comprehensive Plan 2020-2030 
 

The South Carolina Planning Enabling Act of 1994 defines the comprehensive plan adoption process for all 
jurisdictions in South Carolina. This is to ensure consistency with the public hearing and revision timeframes across 
all communities, which have comprehensive plans. This consistency is important, as comprehensive plans provide 
local governments with the authority to establish and implement zoning, land development regulations, capital 
improvement programs, and development agreements. 

 
The comprehensive plan is the leading policy document and tool to help communities create a vision and guiding 
principles for decision-making for their town, directly informing decisions that we make as a community.  

 
The plan provides a policy framework consisting of goals, policies, and actions built upon the comments received 
from the stakeholder survey and public engagement process. This community-based plan will help to lay the 
foundation for future strategic planning, budgeting, and implementation efforts in the months and years to come. 

 
   Comprehensive Plan Goals 
 

Population: (Goal 1) The Town of Blythewood will support the health, economic well-being, and quality of life for all 
residents, visitors, and businesses. 

 
Economic: (Goal 2) The Town of Blythewood will support a diverse and resilient local and regional economy. 

 
Housing: (Goal 3) The Town of Blythewood will ensure an adequate and balanced supply of quality housing options 
are available and accessible to residents of all ages and incomes. 

 
Natural and Cultural Resources: (Goal 4) The Town of Blythewood will protect, preserve, and promote 
Blythewood’s natural and cultural resources. 

 
Transportation: (Goal 5) The Town of Blythewood will coordinate with partners to mitigate congestion, implement 
road improvements, and promote multi-modal connectivity. 

 
Community Facilities: (Goal 6) The Town of Blythewood will provide a high level of public services and 
infrastructure in an efficient, cost-effective, and respectful manner. 
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Land Use: (Goal 7) The Town of Blythewood will coordinate with partners and neighboring jurisdictions to manage 
growth and preserve Blythewood’s small town, rural character. 

 
Resilience: (Goal 8) The Town of Blythewood will strengthen its ability to respond to and recover from natural 
hazards, economic downturns, and other community vulnerabilities. 
 
Recommendation 

 
On January 3, 2022, the Planning Commission voted unanimously to recommend that Town Council adopt the 
Town of Blythewood Comprehensive Plan 2020-2030.  

 
Councilman Baughman made a Motion to approve the second reading of Comprehensive Plan Ordinance 
2022.001. The Motion was seconded by Councilman Griffin. All in favor; 5-0 

 
 
B. SECOND READING 

 
ORDINANCE 2022.002 Discussion and Approval of An Ordinance to Revise the Town’s Business License 
Ordinance to Allow Discounts for Early Payment  
  

Issue 
 

Since 2005, The Town of Blythewood has offered a discount for early payment of the annual business license tax.  
However, these discounts were not a part of the MASC Model Ordinance that was adopted on September 27, 2021 
by the Town.  This amendment inserts the same language into the newly adopted ordinance so that the Town will 
continue to offer these discounts to its businesses. 

 
   Discussion 

 
Section 110.004 (A) (2) of the Town’s previous business license ordinance, first adopted in 2005, states:  
(2) Discounts.  
(a) The required license fee will be reduced ten percent for license fees paid in the month of January.  
(b) The required fee will be reduced five percent for license fees paid in the month of February. 
 
This propose amendment to the current business license adds this language back into the Business 
Regulations section of the Town’s current ordinance. 
 
Because this was not intentionally withheld during the repeal and replacement process of adopting the model 
ordinance, the Town is currently honoring the discount for all businesses who obtain their 2022 business license 
in January and February. 
 
Recommendation 
 
Staff recommends that Town Council approve the Second Reading of Ordinance 2022.002 an Ordinance to 
Revise the Town’s Business License Ordinance to Allow Discounts for Early Payment 
 
Councilman Griffin made a Motion to approve the second reading of Ordinance 2022.002. The Motion was 
seconded by Councilman Baughman. All in favor; 5-0 

 
 

C.     Discussion and Approval of the Selection of a Vendor to Replace the Flooring in Doko Manor 
 

Issue 
 
Doko Manor’s flooring is now over eight years old and needs to be replaced. The carpeting is in bad condition in a 
variety of ways due to the many years of use and the number of persons who have attended events in the Manor. 
  
Discussion 
 
Various samples of carpet and Luxury Vinyl Tile (LVT) were reviewed. After review and discussion, the decision is 
to use LVT in all main rooms (lobby, ballroom, hallways, etc.) and carpet in certain strategic areas (entrances and 
exits, kitchen hallway, etc.). LVT is easier to maintain than carpet, has a much longer useful life and damaged 
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areas are easy to replace with new tile. Most wedding venues in the Midlands area use LVT and/or are converting 
their flooring to LVT  
  
The Town issued a Request for Proposal in November 2021 to replace the flooring. We have received two bids to 
perform this work: 
 

Quintech Solutions $39,613.00 

Bonitz, Inc. $42,570.00 
 
The bids are included in the agenda packet.     
 
 
Recommendation 
 
Staff recommends that Council approve the bid proposal from Bonitz, Inc. and be funded from the ARP Fund. 
Despite the higher cost.  Bonitz is the preferred vendor for the following reasons:  1) They have installed the 
original carpeted flooring and are familiar with Doko Manor.  2) They have been very attentive to our needs 
throughout the process and have been here numerous times to discuss this project with us, they have provided 
renderings upon request, and are very knowledgeable about flooring needs including having an interior designer 
on staff that has advised us on our options.  3) Their bid is much more in detail including what LVT and carpet we 
have selected and detailing what services they will provide (removal and disposal of existing carpet, moving 
furniture, etc.) 

 
Councilman Baughman made a Motion to approve Bonitz, Inc. of $42,570.00 to replace flooring at Doko Manor. The 
Motion was seconded by Councilman Griffin. All in favor; 5-0 
 

D. Discussion and Approval of the Allocation of Funds for an Outside Agency: Transitions 
 

Issue 
 
Funding for specific outside agencies for Fiscal Year 2021-22: Transitions 
 
Discussion 
 
During the FY 2021-22 budget work sessions and discussions during Town Council meetings, Town Council 
identified specific outside agencies to receive funding but approved the budget without a specific amount 
allocated to each agency.  The total amount allocated was $37,500.  The nonprofit organization Transitions was 
designated to receive $5,000 as discussed during the budget work session.  Recently, the nonprofit Transitions 
provided its organizational information and its purpose for the funds.  In the attached letter, the CEO Craig Currey 
describes how the $5,000 will be used. 
 
The following organizations provided the requested information in July and August 2021: Christian Assistance 
Bridge, Big Red Barn, Bethel-Hanberry Athletic Alumni Association, Greater Blythewood Chamber of Commerce, 
Blythewood Soccer Club, and Camp Discovery. 
   
The remaining designated organizations have all been contacted.  If the funding for Transitions is approved, the 
remaining funds for this account will be $11,500. 
 
Councilman Brock made a Motion to approve $5,000 allocation to Transitions. The motion was seconded by 
Councilman Griffin. All in favor; 5-0 
 

 
 
E. Discussion and Approval of the HTAX Final Report for Queens of the Castle Basketball Showcase 

 

A. FY 2022. "Queens of the Castle Basketball Showcase" 
a. Requesting organization/person: Westwood High School, Jason Powell 
b. Person submitting report: Jason Powell 
c. Dates of event:  December 2-4, 2021 
d. Total HTAX amount awarded: $16,500 (80% paid = $13,200) 
e. 20% amount  if approved: $3,300 
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f. Reported Revenue: $21,620, Expenses: $21,268 
g. Net Income: $403 if  20% HTAX awarded: $3,703 

 
B. Highlights from Report 

a. Ten teams participated totaling 1 50 athletes and 42 coaches. 
b. In the three-day span attendance was 280 spectators and 150 additional guests. 
c. Players, spectators and coaches stayed in local hotels. The Holiday Inn Express 

was the event headquarters. Estimated hotel rooms booked were 55+ rooms. 
d. Meals and lunches were purchased from local restaurants. 

 
Councilman Griffin made a Motion to approve remaining allocation of $3,300 for the Queens of the Castle 
Girls Basketball Showcase (Westwood High School). The Motion was seconded by Councilman Baughman.  
All in favor; 5-0 

 
F. FIRST READING 

 
ORDINANCE 2022.003 Discussion and Approval of an Amendment to Ordinance 2021.007 FY22 Budget: 
Capital Improvement Fund 
 

            Revenues and Expenditures: 
•   Created and increased Account # 30-3910-060 Received from Fund Balance to reflect funds that were 

used to pay for the expenditures associated with improvements to the Depot Building property (landscape   
  and irrigation work). 
•   Increased 30-4150-031 Legal and Professional to reflect those expenditures. 
 
Councilman Baughman made a Motion to approve the first reading of Ordinance 2022.003. Amendment to 
Ordinance 2021.007 FY22 Budget; Capital Improvement Fund. The Motion was seconded by Councilman 
McKenrick. All in favor; 5-0 

 
 

G. FIRST READING 
 
ORDINANCE 2022.004 Discussion and Approval of an Amendment to Ordinance 2021.007 FY22 Budget: 
General, Hospitality Tax, Doko Manor, and ARP Funds 
 

General Fund Revenue: 
• Increased Account # 10-3210-072 Local Option Sales Tax $150,000 because of increased monthly 

amounts due to 2020 Census, beginning in November 2021. 
• Total Revenue increased by $150,000 

 
General Fund Expenditures: 

• Reduced Account # 10-9200-981 Transfer to Manor from $46,276 to 0 because of transfer of ARP funds 
into the Manor Fund 

• Increased Account # 10-9200-991 Contingency $196,276  ($150,000 + $46,276) 
• Total Expenditures increased $150,000 to maintain balance with GF revenue adjustment 

 
Hospitality Tax Expenditures:  

• Reduced Account # 23-9200-980 Transfer to Manor from $35,141 to 0 because of transfer of ARP funds 
into the Manor Fund 

• Increased Account # 23-5110-375 Tourism Related $35,141 and did not increase overall expenditures. 
 
Manor Fund Revenue & Expenditures:  

• Reduced Account # 51-7110-100 Facility Rentals from $192,000 to 122,000 because of lower than 
expected revenues 

• Created Account # 51-7110-105 ARP Grant Funds and increased this amount to $195,413 based on 
expected expenditures from January 6, 2022 (when ARP final rule went into effect) to June 30, 2022, 
plus 10%.  This amount covers the amount of the transfers from General Fund (Account # 51-8980-098) 
and Hospitality Tax Fund (Account # 51-8980-099) and it includes the cost of new flooring in the Manor 
of $45,000.   
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• Increased Account # 51-7130-499 Miscellaneous $55,996 to balance the expenditure side 
• Total expenditures increased $55,996 

 
ARP Funds- Revenue and Expenditures: 

• Created the entire fund with revenues and expenditures.  The revenue is the amount that the Town has 
received so far.   

• Revenue- Increased the amount of Account # 25-5110-374 Revenue Loss-Transfer to Manor to 
$195,413. 

• Total Expenditures increased $195,413. 
 
 
Councilman Griffin made a Motion to approve the first reading of Ordinance 2022.004. Amendment to 
Ordinance 2021.007 FY22 Budget; General, Hospitality Tax, Doko manor, and ARP Funds. The Motion 
was seconded by Councilman Baughman. All in favor; 5-0 
 
 

H. FIRST READING 
 
ORDINANCE 2022.005 Discussion and Approval of an Amendment to Ordinance 2021.007 FY22 Budget: 
General Fund Expenditures- Legal 
 

            General Fund Expenses: 
•   Increased Account # 10-4150-199 Legal-Outside Counsel from $60,000 to $145,000 to reflect the   
  increased costs associated with the Town’s ongoing litigation. 
 
Note:  
Account # 10-9200-991 Contingency and the Total GF Expenditures in the FY22 Budget column reflect the 
values from Amendment 2, assuming that amendment is approved.  If Amendment 2 is not approved, these 
would need to change back to the original values. 

 
Councilman Griffin made a Motion to approve the first reading of Ordinance 2022.005. Amendment to 
Ordinance 2021.007 FY22 Budget: General Fund Expenditures-Legal. The Motion was seconded by 
Councilman Baughman. A roll call vote was taken; Mayor Franklin-Yes, Councilman Baughman-Yes, 
Councilman Brock-No, Councilman Griffin –Yes, Councilman McKenrick-Yes. The Motion passed 
with a vote of 4-1. 

 
 

I. Discussion and Approval of the FY23 Budget Calendar 
 

2022 Budget Calendar 
 
 

Date Event Where/Time 
January 28 Work Session to discuss ARP and State Earmark Funds  Manor 
February 22-
23  

Meet with staff to go over budget items Conference Room 

March 17 Meeting with Mayor, Administrator & Finance to review 1st draft Conference Room 
April 21 & May 
5 

Budget Workshops Manor 

May 23 First Reading Manor/ Regular TC Meeting 
June 27 Second Reading – Public Hearing Manor/ Regular TC Meeting 

 
 
Councilman Griffin made a Motion to approve 2022 Budget Calendar as presented. The Motion was seconded by 
Councilman Baughman. All in favor; 5-0 
 
 
V.   OPEN CITIZENS COMMENTS 
       

Former Mayor Mike Ross presented a refund check in the amount of $1,364.15 to the Town of Blythewood on 
behalf of the Blythewood Chamber of Commerce. This refund is being returned to the town from unused ATAX 
allocation for the 2021 Christmas Parade.   
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VI.     ADJOURNMENT 
  
         Councilman Griffin made a Motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:10 pm. The Motion was seconded by              
         Councilman Baughman.  All in favor; 5-0 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
  

---------------------------------------------- 
Melissa Cowan, Town Clerk 

           Melissa Cowan


